Pleture taken Shortly efter Enlistment in the Navy

This book is dedicated in memory of
Glen Edward McMullen and of his
service as a seaman 1st Class
gunner aboard the Destroyer USS
O’Bannon in World War |l



Glen Edward McMullen

Glen Edward McMullen, of Grinnell, IA , at age 33, enlisted in the U. S. Navy
in the fall of 1943 and was sent to San Diego CA for Boot Camp followed by
Gunnery School. He was joined in San Diego by his wife, Ruth Leary
McMullen, and daughter Donna Jeanne McMullen. When Glen was ready for
sea duty, his wife and daughter returned to Iowa.

Donna married Leonard Hartley Deaver, February 1954. Together, they had five
children. They are:

F. Scott Deaver, John Edward Deaver, Robert Charles Deaver, Sheryl Lynn
Deaver Wilkerson, and Richard James Deaver.

It is for them and their children that this history is being written.

Glen sailed from San Diego on April 22, 1944 on the troop transport, Orizaba
and began keeping a personal diary and keeping track of his activities on a map
of the Pacific cut from Des Moines Register.

Glen was assigned to the U.S. destroyer, O’Bannon near New Caladonia on
May 18, 1944
. The O’Bannon carried him through World War II to its conclusion and the
surrender of Japan.
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USS O’Bannon, Lexington Class Destroyer commissioned at Boston 26 June 1942. During
the Battle of Guadalcanal, became one of the few destroyers in history to survive a one-on-one
duel with a battleship. Other surface engagements included Kula Gulf, Kolombangara, and
Vella Lavella. With Nicholas and Taylor, she escorted Admiral William Halsey’s flagship, the
Missouri, into Tokyo Bay in August 1945. They damaged submarine RO-34, which was fin-
ished off by Strong, and helped sink RO-115.

No crew members were lost throughout the war.
Earned 17 Battle Stars, leading all destroyers in World War 11
Awarded Presidential Unit Citation for her yearlong action in the Solomons

===
THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
WASHINGTON

;‘h.. President of the United States takes in ing the DENTIAL UNIT CITATION to
UNITED STATES SHIP O'BANNON

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:

*For in enemy forces in the South Pacific

from October 7, 1942 to October 7, 1843. An aggressive veteran after a year of continuous and
intensive operations in this area, the U.S.S. O'BANNON has taken a tremendous toll of vital
and aircraft. Launching a close range attack on hostile
ships off on the night of November 13, 1842, the O'BANNON scored three

hits on a boldly two other men o' war with gunfire and retired
safely in spite of damage sustained. During three days of incessant hostilities in July 1943, she
gallantly stood down Kula Gulf to bombard enemy shore in of our
groups, later taking a valiant part in the rescue of from the U.S.S STRONG
while under fierce coastal battery fire and aerial bombing attack and adding her fire power toward
the destruction of a large Japanese naval force. In with two the O'BANNON
boldly intercepted and repulsed nine hostile warships off Vella Lavella on October 7, 1943,

destroying two enemy ships and others. she stood by to
take aboard and care for sin of a fri lndl‘hl‘dbbmundﬁrhor
own power. The O'BANNON's splendid acheivements and the gallant fighting spirit of her officers
and men reflect great credit upon the United States Naval Service.”

For the President,

/s/ Frank Knox
Secretary of the Navy

The Presidential Unit Citation was awarded 7 December 1941 and afterward to a military unit
displaying such gallantry, determination, and esptit de corps accomplishing its mission under
extremely difficult and hazardous conditions as to set it apart and above other units participat-
ing in the same campaign. O’bannon received the written citation together with the ribbon and
one battle star. Seaman 1st Class Glen McMullen received the ribbon.



DECORATIONS
World War Il

BATTLE STARS

0‘Bannon earned 17 bronze service stars on her Asiatic-Pacific Campaian Medal, the leading
total among all American destroyers in World War I1. The following list includes actions—
indicated in italics—in which O'Bannon participated but for which she was not separately
credited:

1 Star CAPTURE AND DEFENSE OF GUADALCANAL
12 November 1942-18 January 1943.
1 Star GUADALCANAL

Glen Edward McMullen joined the
crew of the O’Bannon 18 May

Third Strike, 12-15 November 1942 (Naval Battle of Guadalcanal). 1944. Operations aﬂer that earned

1 Star RENNELL ISLAND

10 of the 17 Battle Stars for O’Ban-

29-30 January 1943.
1Star CONSOLIDATION OF SOUTHERN SOLOMONS non. Since his ribbons show only 6
i et battle stars it likely that h
1 Star ANTISUBMARINE OPERATIONS 1t seems likely that he
4 April 1943, had 10 and the other 4 were lost.
1Star NEW GEORGIA GROUP OPERATION . . .
New Georgia, Rendova, Vangunu occupation, 4-5 July 1843. S_ee his pe rsogal Dlary for informa-
Kula Guif action, 5-6 July 1943, (Battle of Kula Gulf). tion on this discrepancy.

Kolombangara action, 12-13 July 1943 (Battle of Kolombangara).
Vella Lavella occupation, 15~18 August 1943.
Action off Vella Lavella, -7 October 1943 (Battle of Vella Lavella).
1 Star HOLLANDIA OPERATION
Aitape—Humboldt Bay—Tanahmerah Bay: 21 April-1 May 1944
1 Star ESCORT/ANTI-SUBMARINE OPERATIONS, TASK GROUP 30.4
22 May-15 June 1944.
~— CONSOLIDATION OF NORTHERN SOLOMONS
15 June-28 August 1944.
1 Star WESTERN NEW GUINEA OPERATIONS
Morotai landings: 15 September 1944,
1 Star LEYTE OPERATION
Leyte landings: 18-31 October 1944.
Ormoc Bay landings, 7-8 December 1944,
1 Star LUZON OPERATION
Mindoro landings, 12-18 December 1944.
Lingayen Gulf landing, 4-18 January 1945.
1 Star ANTISUBMARINE OPERATIONS, 31 January 1945.
1 Star MANILA BAY-BICOL OPERATION
Mariveles-Corregidor, 14-28 February 1945.
1 Star CONSOLIDATION OF SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES
Palawan Islands landings, 28 February-1 March 1945.
— MANILA BAY-BICOL OPERATION
El Fraile (Fort Drum), Manila Bay, 13 April 1945.
Carabao Island, Manila Bay, 16 April 1945.
1 Star BORNEO OPERATIONS
Tarakan Island operation, 27 April-5 May 1945.
1 Star OKINAWA OPERATION

Raids in support of Okinawa Gunto operation: 28 May-15 June 1945.

1 Star THIRD FLEET OPERATIONS AGAINST JAPAN
10 July-15 August 1945,

OTHER DECORATIONS
PRESI CITA

South Pacific, 7 October 1842-7 October 1843.

The history of the Pacific war can
never be written without telling
the story of the U.S.S. O'Bannon.
Time after time the O'Bannon and her
gallant little sisters were called upon
to turn back the enemy. They never
disappointed me.

Out-numbered, out-gunned,
during the dark days of '42 and '43
they stood toe-to-toe with the best
the Japanese Fleet could offer—and
never failed to send them scurrying
home with their tails between their
legs.

No odds were ever too great for
them to face. They fought battleships
and heavy cruisers; escorted vitally
needed supply ships for marines on
Guadaicanal; bombarded Japanese
positions; aided in dangerous rescue
operations; and derailed the Tokio
Express so often that the Japanese
admirals ran out of excuses.

No medals, however high, can
reward the gallant men of the tin-can
fleet for their brave deeds. In her
darkest hour their country called.
They answered with flaming guns and
high courage.

This is their story.

— Admiral William F. Halsey
foreword to James D. Horan's Action Tonight, 1945
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Pleture taken Shortly after Enlistment In the Navy
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34 MAP PREPARED BY REGISTER STAFF ARTISTS

This map of the Philippines traces events leading to landings on Luzon island by TU. 8. troops
who Wednesday were reported driving south toward Manila from the Lingayen gulf beachheads.
Yank naval forces, which in the pi shelling of the area, are remaining
offshore and a second American armada is reported standing off the northwest coast of Luzon
. to block Japanese reinforcements from the north. Shaded areas are held by U. 8. forces or

Filipino guerrillas. Inset map shows islands in relation to China coast, Formosa and Japah.
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